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Protest that procuremants for equipment
repair should not he set aside for small
business because the original equipment
manufacturer, a large business, could
beast perform the contracts is dismissed
because it does not involve any allega~
tion that the set aside decision was
contrary to law, regulation, or sound
procurerient practice,

Irgersoll~-Rand protests the Navy's decision to
set aside for small business two procurements (solic-
ftation Ylos, NON123-82-B~0662 and -0665) for the
repalr of air compressors, We dismiss the protest,

Defense Acquisition Regulation § 1~706.5 provides
that procurements shall be sct aside for small husiness
concerns 1f there is a reasonable cexpectation that
offers will be obhtained from at least two responsible
small businen3 c..ncerns and that award will be made at
A roasonable price, The decision as to whether such an
expectation exiats is basically a business judgment with-
in the broad discretion of contracting officials; accord-
ingly, our review of challenges to set-aside decisions
is generally limited to ascertaining whether there has
been an abuse of that broad discretion. See, e.g.,
Rurrell's Press Clipping Service, B-199945, March 2, 1981,
8I-YCPn 152,

The protester, however, does not alleqge tha‘t ade-
quate small business competition is not available, Instead,
it states that a large number of the compressors were
built by Ingersoll-Rand and that the company is in the
best position to overhaul the units; it further states
that the exclusion of the original manufacturer from the
competitlion does "& disservice to the fleet * * *,* In
short, the protester is merely asserting that the set-
aside decision was unwise,
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Under;, our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 ,.F.R. Part
21 (1981),|we consider complaints that agency procure-
ment actiops are contrary to the laws and regulations
governing Federal procurement or to sound procurement
practices,| We do not, however, consider assertions
thhat the Government's needs could be better satisfied
through a different procwrement approach., Ingersoll-
Rand's nrotest falls within this latter category.
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Accordingly, the protest is dismissed.
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